I found a piece of wood that T could wse
while waiting for help.
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From August-December 2017, Behrouz Boochani,

a Kurdish writer detained on Manus Island for the
past 5 years, told his story to PositiveNegatives.

The exchange was done clandestinely over WhatsApp.
Halfway through, the Australian government closed
the detention centres but would not allow those there

| refuge in Australia, - or elsewhere.

Hiserouz | |  This is Boochani’s story, before and during that time.

If today does not | AN

work that's ok we can . g’ N Sl . , ' i el

talk anotherday. | b 1ava"e © 1 pSTH | | | A Can you tell me what
| . ; X 3 13 » | happened at Werya?

o

! 4 1m very sorry for your
S N friends on your journey
and in Manus.

He remains on Manus.
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Tehran is a very big cty with
_____| about M milfion people.
When did you decide to i e

J become a_journalist? starte : | |"
| Idid not study journalism. ' o ] .
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~and was very angry with the Kurdish parents who 1
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l What was your favourite part of studying? I What did you focus your research on for your Masters? did not teach their mother ianguage to their kids.
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I lked to be in the library, spending
time there doing research. o

Some of my colleagues and | were thinking Werya was a monthly magazine for a long time
about a way to tell people that they haveto | - i Rl 2 and we started working only in Kurdish.

respect the Kurdish language... St AR
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3 | -..50 we started
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We knew that the Iranian governmen
wouldn't allow us to continue and that
they would arrest us one day.. a
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Butwe did it anyway be cause we thought
it was a very important issue. -
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| We can talk later. #L
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-J: Ok talk soon. ]
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We can talk another time
and do this =
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How long were you working at Werya

I was working on Werya
for about two months.
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The government suddenly attacked our ui'l'l'[ m:u
and arrested 10 journalists and i

During that time, Iwas in Tehran. [T When | found out..
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What happened

that were arrested?
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When you left Iran
wrhatusas it about
Australia

that made you
choose to go there?
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smuggler thatsaid hewas able
to send me to Australia by boat..
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lhad to leave Iran and found a { ;
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Did the smuggler help you
when you arrived in Indonesia?
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] What kind of places were yr.-u in?

“1getting aplacetostay |

| you werein Indonesia?
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our location.

Were you with other people? |___
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The moet horrible thing happened.
I found a piece of wood that I could use

Riuie Naming i ivin My friend Saeed and two obher men

A emall fishing boat appeared They only reseued 20 out of 86 logt their lives in the oeean
and began to help ue. on board, when oir boat sank.

shed ug and puk us
in a dirty prieon. We were all fired,
hungry and il
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I was not able to help.
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I“m very sorry for your
friends on your journey

| and in Manus.
After that I had nothing to lose. =

I wae not able to siay in Indonesia
noe coukd I Peturn fo Iran.




Could you tell mewhat happened
lwent to a close to the .then | went to a mosque and In the marning | asked a man, who was
| when youwere rescued by the pofice? Mo %hﬂum. prison. : iy i e mec ik TEI hok ik e
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Wewere on theocean
for six hours, but it
was very dangerous
S0 we came back to
the beach. L

your second journey?

. —I How were you treated on
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Then we got lost for a few days in a situation
where we did not have any food or water.

After a week where
we had lost all hope,
a big ship found us.

. ~until the Australian navy came. |

WmtﬁﬂFF:EﬂEdWhenthe &= They did not take us from the water,
big ship found you? they just gave us food and water,
: and stayed with us for about 7 hours ..




They took us to Christmas Island, which belongs
to Australia. It tookus two days to get there.

It took us two days
to get there.

This law started to be

exercised when our broken ' ] 1
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reached the soil

of Anstralia, we
Tommnd out abot
this cruelty..
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Christmas Island is an island so
farauway from Australia. t5a
very beautiful island, but we

could not go out of the prison.
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- then we were moved to the main
prison with hundreds of other refugees.

They did not allow us to have a ]
phone for two weeks. |could
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B3 The Walkley Magasing, Manch 2017

Wewere in a very small prison
for about two weeks...
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How did you get to Manus ‘We'r*eﬂ'ler*enﬂuﬂ‘ 1
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How did you get
a phone in Manus?

A

Have you had problems lteepig
it hidden from the guards?
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Are you still in Foxtrot?
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On day 12, the guards suddenly
attacked us at morning. ..
Chak




they sent us back to ‘Chauka’,

—| then they sent me to a jail that Ny e were in the local lmﬂu for two more nights
e

il 140 in*Chauiea’ for two rights.. I +mfwmm “ thmmﬁ“"”

They did not send me back to | was there for about |4 months
Foxtrot because they thought then sent to Foxtrot again. lwas
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ivinguwith about 40

At this moment, lam
people in a tent in Oscar.

Hi Behrouz. Thank you
for explaining more.
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Are all the compounds
tents? W
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The refugees in Oscar are living in a tent, but in Delta, Foxtrot and Mike refugees are livingin rooms.
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Manus RPC
ill close Sunday.
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| Hi Behrouz.

Il | haven’t heard from
| You in a while and |
| just wanted to check
|| that you are ok?

The Fain Suldenly starts t0 pour A MiESIONATY 00 Mamuf wants
The garbage bing are SIHng upwith  to bring food. but iz preventod
rainwabar_ This rainis such an by the navy The Australian

enormous blessing - it ie delivered govarnment ingiste on starving
with perfect timing Gvoryona.
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the Guardian and |

Areyou in Defta camp nmuit_ L
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Most of the time | am hungry.
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Howr is the situation now Behrouz?
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